
Year A Termly Overview   Big Idea Evacuation & Relocation 

Key Texts  War Game by Michael Foreman, The Christmas Truce by Hiliary Robinson, War Horse by Michael Morpurgo, My Secret War 

Diary by Marcia Williams, The Iconic Retelling of Anne Frank, The Lost Thing by Shaun Tan, The Arrival by Shaun Tan, Letters 

from the Lighthouse by Emma Carrol.  

English 

Writing 

Genres  

War Game - Writing a sequence of letters from the perspective of a soldier during World War One.  

War Horse - Writing a story about an animal and its role in the war.  

The Iconic Retelling of Anne Frank - Creating a biography for Anne Frank 

The Lost Thing -  

The Arrival -  

Reading 

Focus 

Children will focus on answering retrieval questions and developing inference skills, as well as developing understanding of 

vocabulary.  We will promote reading for pleasure through daily class reads and book sharing opportunities.   

Oracy  Children will be encouraged to: track the speaker, hook back to prior learning, discuss ideas, give opinions and challenge other 

viewpoints.  

Maths  Children will practice: KIRFS (Key information recall facts), times tables, fluency and flashback challenges daily as well as 

studying units on: fractions, decimal, position and direction as well as revisiting place value and the four operations. Children will 

develop previously taught skills in the form of contextualised learning linking to the war. For example: Code breaking and 

rationing.  

PSHE  In PSHE we will learn about our rights, responsibilities and rules, as well as how we have a shared responsibility to ensure 

others around us have this too.  

History  Children will explore what life was like during World War 2 and  why people were evacuated during the war. This will lead us on 

to discussing why the world has refugees, specifically focussing on the life of Jewish refugees during the war.   

Geography  Children will learn about who was involved in the war, Continents, Countries, Towns, Villages as well as how land is used and the 

distribution of resources, settlements, farmland.  

Science  This term we will be exploring how light appears to travel in straight lines and how this travels to our eyes. We will then explore 

how periscopes enable you to see over walls and round corners, relating to how they would have been used in the trenches.  

Art/DT  War Horse scene - experiment with blending & building texture to create a scene from War Horse  with a foreground and a 

background.  



 

Propaganda posters - exploring colour & design to create our own posters.  

Making clay sculptures - smoothing, layering and strengthening models. 

Key Artist - Henry Moore - drawing, sketching and shading images from The Blitz.  

RE  Within our Anne Frank work we will learn about Judaism and Jewish Laws during the time of WW2. We will also learn about 

Jewish beliefs and values.  

PE  Basketball and Football.  

Music  Children will explore music in Britain since 1930 and exploring popular songs during the WW2 before moving on to learn about 

Jazz music,, including how the genre of music evolved over time and learn how to compose and performing a piece with swung 

quavers. 

MFL  British Sign Language - Learning the alphabet and how to greet people 

Spanish greetings, alphabet, colours and numbers. 
  

 

ICT  E-Safety - children will learn how to be safe and responsible when using the internet.  

The class will use Natterhub to support teaching self image & health and wellbeing.  

Forest 

School 

History - feeding the troops: create a vegetable patch and grow some vegetables. Look into RHS campaign for school gardening.  

Visits  Navigation walk (like a soldier), Assault Course (survival), Escott Wild Weekend, Cobbaton Combat Museum 

Resources: Newsround - Anne Frank special Watch Anne Frank: A Life in Hiding - A Newsround special - CBBC Newsround 

Winston Churchill Speeches 

Letters from WW1 and 2 - Letters from the First World War, part one - The National Archives 

War Game animation - War Game (2002) by Dave Unwin - Exclusive Full Animated Film - Bing video 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/46987263
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/letters-first-world-war-1915/
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=war+game+animation&docid=608007983691989990&mid=2463751C819C0637C73E2463751C819C0637C73E&view=detail&FORM=VIRE

