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 KS1 Rolling programme (2 Years) Year B 
 Autumn Spring Summer 

Big Idea  

 

 
Travel and the world around us 

Big Idea  

 

 

Big Idea  

 

  

Texts at 
the heart 
of the 

curriculum 

 

Wild World by Angela McAlister  

The wild girl by Chris Wormell  

The Girl and the dinosaur by Hollie 

Hughes  

What will you dream tonight? By 

Frances Stickley  

The way to treasure island by 

Lizzie Stewart  

The dream weaver by Claire 

Freedman 

Augustus and his smile by Catherine Rayner  

The variety of Life by Nicola Davies  

A world full of animal stories by Angela 

McAlister  

How to wash a wooly mammoth by Michelle 

Robinson  

Flip Flap Jungle by Axel Sheffler  

Tiger Tiger Burning Bright by Fiona Waters 

Animalphabet by Julia Donaldson   

Curious questions and answers about saving 

the earth, By Miles Kelly.  

A First book of Nature by Nicola Davies  

Bee by Patricia Hegarty  

The Tree Keepers by Gemma Kooman  

Peculiar Plants by Chris Thorowood 

Little Evie in the wild wood by Jackie 

Morris 

Tidy by Emily Gravett   

Texts will be adapted to align with children’s interests and current texts, films and issues. 

History  Christopher Collumbus  

Travelling and exploring the 

world  

- Events Beyond Living 

Memory/ significant figure  

 Pirates  

Where did they go and how did 

it all begin?  
 

 Who is David Attenborough? 

How does plastic affect the environment? 

What is plastic pollution? 

How has the world changed since you were 

born? (Link to David Attenborough series - 

Our Planet) 

How are conservationists fighting for 

change?  



 
How did Christopher 
Columbus know where he 

was going?  
 Dinosaurs roaming the 

planet- when, where and 

why not now?  

Events beyond living memory that 

are significant nationally or globally 

 

 What has David Attenborough 

taught us? 

 

 What is conservation and how has 

David Attenborough supported it? 

- Lives of Significant Individuals (David 

Attenborough/ Jane Goodall) 

 

 

 

- Changes within Living Memory - Plastic 

Pollution 

 
How can we help? What changes 
can I make?  

 
Geography  What are capital cities and 

where can I find them?  

Locational knowledge  

- Name and locate the world’s 

seven continents and five 

oceans  name, locate and 

identify characteristics of the 

four countries and capital 

cities of the United Kingdom 

and its surrounding seas  

 

 What causes other places to 

catch fire? (Look at forest 

fires in Africa and bushfires 

in Australia) (Link to equator) 

 What happens to the 

atmosphere when big fires 

happen? 

Human and physical geography   

- Identify the location of hot 

and cold areas of the world in 

relation to the Equator and 

the North and South Poles. 

 How many countries has Sir David 

visited? 

 How many continents have I visited? 

 

 Create a map to show where key 

speicis can be found.  

 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

Use world maps, atlases and globes to 

identify the United Kingdom and its 

countries, as well as the countries, continents 

and oceans studied at this key stage 

 

 
 

Where do Rhino live and why 
don’t live in England?  

 

 How can we help to protect the 

planet?  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

 -Use simple fieldwork and observational 

skills to study the geography of their school 

and its grounds and the key human and 

physical features of its surrounding 

environment. 

 

 
 
What changes can I make now?  

 
 
  



Science  Look at the different 

habitats and where they 

can be found across the 

globe.  

 

Y2 Living Things and Their 

Habitats 

 -identify that most living things live 

in habitats to which they are suited 

and describe how different habitats 

provide for the basic needs of 

different kinds of animals and 

plants, and how they depend on each 

other   

-identify and name a variety of 

plants and animals in their habitats, 

including microhabitats   

 

Y1 Animals Including Humans 

-identify and name a variety of common 

animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, 

birds and mammals   

-identify and name a variety of common 

animals that are carnivores, herbivores and 

omnivores 

-describe and compare the structure of a 

variety of common animals (fish, amphibians, 

reptiles, birds and mammals, including pets)  -

identify, name, draw and label the basic parts 

of the human body and say which part of the 

body is associated with each sense. 

Y2 Animals Including Humans  

-notice that animals, including humans, have 

offspring which grow into adults   

-find out about and describe the basic needs 

of animals, including humans, for survival 

(water, food and air)   

-describe the importance for humans of 

exercise, eating the right amounts of 

different types of food, and hygiene. 

   

 

 The children will grow plants to 

understand how they survive. They 

will record and make observations.  

 

How do I grow the tallest 

sunflower?  

Y1 Plants 

-identify and name a variety of common wild 

and garden plants, including deciduous and 

evergreen trees   

-identify and describe the basic structure of 

a variety of common flowering plants, 

including trees. 

Y2 Plants 

-observe and describe how seeds and bulbs 

grow into mature plants   

-find out and describe how plants need 

water, light and a suitable temperature to 

grow and stay healthy. 

 

  

Working scientifically will be woven throughout the teaching of Science 
Art Using recycled materials and 

repurposing them.  

Focus Artist- Michelle Reader  

Aritsit using recycled or unusual 

items.  

 

To use a range of materials creatively 

to design and make products. 
Focus Artist- Nick Brandt  

Well Known animal photographer   

 

To use sculpture to develop and share 

their ideas, experiences and imagination.  

Nature sculptures  

 

Focus Artists- Andy Goldsworthy  

sculpture and natural materials.  



 

Project Ideas  

 Junk modelling  

 Portraits in a range of styles 

and medium  

 Textures- Using a range of 

everyday items to create 

different textures.  

 

 
 

 

 

Project Ideas  

 Animal Mask  

 African Tribal art project  

 Sunset Silhouette picture 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 
  

Project Ideas  

 Nature College for outdoor materials  

 Leaf Printing/ Stamping / Repeating 

patterns  

 Flower/ plant observational drawings  

 

 

  



To develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space.  

This will be revisited for each art project. 
Design & 
Technology 

 Creating classic Italian food 

– Perfect Pizzas  

Use the basic principles of a healthy 

and varied diet to prepare dishes.  

 Recreating a structure 

inspired by architecture 

from across the world. 

Linking to science around 

selecting suitable materials.  

 

 

 
 Making a bird feeder  

Looking at what is already available, 

plan, select tools and materials and 

then construct.  

Generate, develop, model and 

communicate their ideas through talking, 

drawing, templates, mock-ups and, where 

appropriate, information and 

communication technology 

 

 Cooking with ingredients that they 

have grown themselves.  

Understand where food comes from. 

 

Constructing green houses to allow plants 

to grow. Linking to science about what 

plants need to survive.  

 

 

 

Termly project that involves planning and working towards a design criterion. 
Music A1: Musical Me: (Stand alone) 

Learn to sing and then play the song 

…. Using tuned percussion, adding 

sound effects, experimenting with 

timbre and dynamics and using 

letter notation to write a melody. 

A1: Animals: (PE dance) Listen and respond 

to music, representing animals using their 

bodies and instruments, They learn and 

perform a song and compose a short section 

of music as a group using their voices and 

instruments. 

  



 

A2: London's Burning: (History and 

dance links) 

Find out about historical songs and 

chants connected to the Great Fire 

of London and explore dynamics, 

pitch and tempo. Create simple 4-

part music and movement 

composition inspired by the 

GreatFire of London. 

 

Alternatively adapt Around the 

World Units from KS2 

Exploring music from different 

countries/continents. 

 

 

A2: Animals/Africa:  

Use instruments to represent animals, copy 

rhythms, read simple notation and learn a 

traditional African call and response song, 

before creating their own call and response 

rhythms. Copy and compose patterns with 

Djembe drums.  

 
 

 

A1: Growing Music project: (Could be 

combined with Science, DT and Forest 

School - see separate document).  

To improvise and explore the sounds that can 

be made with a bamboo pipe and exploring 

pitch, leading to practised and rehearsed 

performance.  

 

 

RE Yr1 - What do Christians believe 

God is like?(God) 

- What is a parable? 

- What do we learn from stories 

about God? 

- How do Christians show their 

belief in God as loving and forgiving? 

- How do Christians put their beliefs 

into practice when they worship? 
 

Yr 2 - Why does Christmas matter 

to Christians? (Incarnation) 

Yr 1 - Who is a Muslim and how do they live? 

(God/Tawhid/Ibadah/Iman) 

- What are the words of the Shahadah and 

why are they important to Muslims? 

- What are the key Muslim beliefs about God 

found in the Shahada? What are the 99 

names of Allah and what do some of them 

mean? 

- How do stories about the Prophet show 

what Muslims believe about Muhammad? 
 

Yr 2 - Why does Easter matter to Christians? 

(Salvation) 

Yr 1 - What makes some places sacred to 

believers? 

- What makes places of worship special? 

What do people do there? 

- What objects are used in worship (choose 2 

religions) and what do they mean? 

- How do beliefs about worship and beliefs 

about God connect? 

- What stories, objects, symbols and actions 

used in churches and mosques show what 

people believe? 



- How do we know about Jesus and 

his life? 

- Why is Jesus so important to 

Christians? 

- How do Christians use the Nativity 

story to guide their beliefs and 

actions at Christmas time? 

- How do other people celebrate 

Christmas? 

- What do you have to be thankful 

for? 

 

- What stories of Holy Week and Easter are 

in the Bible? 

- What does Salvation mean and how does the 

Easter story link to this? 

- How do Christians show their belief about 

Jesus’ death and resurrection in the Church 

at Easter? 

- Does the story of Easter only speak to 

Christians? Can it teach other people about 

sadness, hope or heaven? 

 

 

- Why do some people like to belong to a 

sacred building or community? 

- What is the difference between religious 

and non-religious special places? 

 

Yr 2 - What does it mean to belong to a faith 

community? 

- Why is loving others important? 

- What did Jesus and other religious leaders 

teach about loving other people? 

- What happens at a traditional 

Christian/Jewish welcome ceremony and 

what do the actions/symbols mean? 

- How do people show that they love each 

other and belong to each other when they 

get married? 

- How do people express their identity and 

belonging in faith communities? 

PHSE Topic Link- You are important  

● Health and Wellbeing 

● Families and Close Positive 

Relationships 

● Communities 

Keeping Safe 

PSHE Texts  

 

Topic Link- My Future  

● Friendship & Respecting Ourselves and 

Others 

● Safe Relationships 

● Media Literacy & Digital Resilience 

Managing Hurtful Behaviour & Bullying 

PSHE Texts  

 

Topic Link- Caring for the Planet  

● Mental Health 

● Shared Responsibilities 

Ourselves, Growing and Changing 

 

PHSE Texts  

 



Forest 

School 

 

 

Creating maps of their locality  

Compass- basic navigation  
 

Forests and Trees are important. Why?   

How can we help and protect the animals 

on the school site? What do they need for 

survival?  
Possible 
Visits 

 

 

Junk modelling artist visit/ 

workshop  

Italian restaurant experience  

Beach clean project  

Paignton/ Bristol Zoo  

A range of speakers who work with 

animals- vet, animal rescue, dogs trust 

Zoo keeper talk/ visit  

Exmoor Zoo  

Birds of prey centre   

Woodland visit- Eggessford Forest  

Garden Centre  

Farm Visit  

Eden project  

RHS Rosemoor 

Garden and growing projects in school   

Frequent visits to Barnstaple Library, Barnstaple Museum, Sporting Facilities and local outdoor spaces/ woodland.  
Computing 

 

Information Technology 

-Data Handling (collect data linked 

to topic, create a tally chart or venn 

diagram, explain what it shows me) 

-Virtual reality (explore 360 images 

of places around the world) 

Computer Science 

-Algorithms (understand, write, 

debug, implement simple algorithms) 

Digital Literacy 

-E-safety day 

-Online relationships (how might we 

communicate with people we know/don’t know 

e.g. penpals) 

-Online Bullying (how we should treat people 

online, what might bullying online look like, 

what should we do) 

-Privacy and Security (what is my personal 

information, use of passwords, know that 

other peoples work belongs to them) 

 

Information Technology 

-Augmented reality (scan a trigger image to 

bring different animals into surroundings).  

 

Computer Science 

-Coding/Programming (create a simple 

program, use sequence, debug simple program, 

predict outcomes of simple programs) 
 

Information Technology 

-Presentations, web design, ebook (label an 

image, create simple storyboard, add voice 

recording to storyboard) 

-Video creation (record a film and add a 

voiceover) 

Digital Literacy 

-Managing online information (use internet to 

find things out, navigate web pages, discuss 

real and made up information found online) 



Oracy 
 

 

 To engage in group discussions, 

that relate to different topic 

areas, tracking the speaker and 

recognising when it is their turn 

to speak. 

 To recount stories and 

experiences with increasing 

confidence adding some 

interesting details. 

 To speak clearly and audibly to 

ensure their individual voices is 

heard. 

 To use subject specific 

vocabulary and key words when 

speaking. 

 To speak in grammatically correct 

sentences. 

 To practise and rehearse reading 

sentences and stories aloud, 

learning short amounts of text 

when necessary. 

 

 To take on different roles in 

drama and role play activities 

discussing character feelings. 

 To participate in the Christmas 

performance, learning short 

sections of text off by heart and 

knowing when it is their turn to 

speak. 

 To track the speaker attentively, in a range 

of contexts, including more formal situations 

such as school assemblies. 

 To ask questions and offer comments that 

are relevant to the topic 

 To use paired talk time to organise thoughts 

in whole sentences before expressing them. 

 To use sentence stems to scaffold verbal 

responses. 

 To answer questions using full sentences and 

begin to give reasons behind answers. 

 To use subject specific vocabulary and key 

words when speaking. 

 To speak in grammatically correct sentences. 

 To practise and rehearse reading sentences 

and stories aloud, learning short amounts of 

text when necessary 

 To practise the skill of hooking back to 

previous learning 

 To give enough detail to hold the interest of 

the participant(s) in a discussion. 

 To recognise that different people will have 

different responses and that these are as 

valuable as their own opinions and ideas. 

 To speak in front of larger audiences e.g. in 

a class assembly, facing their audience and 

ensuring their voice is unobstructed. 

 To use subject specific vocabulary and key 

words when speaking. 

 

 To speak in grammatically correct 

sentences. 

 To practise and rehearse reading sentences 

and stories aloud, learning short amounts of 

text when necessary. 

 To engage in workshops and enjoy 

professional performances, imitating some 

of the content when role playing.To begin to 

vary language according to the situation e.g. 

formal and informal. 

 


