
Year A Termly Overview   Big Idea  Nature Detectives 

Key Texts Curious questions and answers about saving the earth, By Miles Kelly.  

A First book of Nature by Nicola Davies  

Bee by Patricia Hegarty  

The Tree Keepers by Gemma Kooman  

Peculiar Plants by Chris Thorowood  

Little Evie in the wild wood by Jackie Morris  

Tidy by Emily Gravett 

English 
Writing 
Genres  

 A walk through Nature - Poetry 

The Something by Rebecca Cobb Narrative  

Seasons by Hannah Pang- Non-Fiction  

More to follow depending on the needs of the children.  

Reading 
Focus 

Listening and enjoying stories. Retelling familiar stories and choosing to read for pleasure.  

We read every day and reading is at the heart of everything that we learn. 

Oracy Children will be encouraged to: track the speaker, hook back to prior learning, discuss ideas, give opinions, and challenge 

other viewpoints. 

Maths Children will practice: KIRFS (Key information recall facts), times tables, fluency and flashback challenges daily as well as 

studying units on: shape, fractions, statistics, place value, addition, subtraction, multiplication & division.  

PSHE                                         Caring for our Planet and looking after ourselves  

 

History How does plastic affect the environment? What is plastic pollution? How has the world changed since you were born? 

(Link to David Attenborough series - Our Planet) How are conservationists fighting for change? Changes within Living 

Memory - Plastic Pollution 

Geography How can we help to protect the planet? Geographical skills and fieldwork -Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 

study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.  

Science The children will grow plants to understand how they survive. They will record and make observations.  

How do I grow the tallest sunflower? Y1 Plants -identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, including 



deciduous and evergreen trees -identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering plants, including 

trees. Y2 Plants -observe and describe how seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants -find out and describe how plants need 

water, light and a suitable temperature to grow and stay healthy. 

Art/DT To use sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination. Nature sculptures 

 Focus Artists- Andy Goldsworthy sculpture and natural materials. 

Project Ideas  

Nature College for outdoor materials • Leaf Printing/ Stamping / Repeating patterns • Flower/ plant observational drawings 

Cooking with ingredients that they have grown themselves. Understand where food comes from.  

Constructing green houses to allow plants to grow. Linking to science about what plants need to survive. 

RE What makes some places sacred to believers? What does it mean to belong to a faith community? 

PE Cricket & Team Games  

Music To improvise and explore the sounds that can be made with a bamboo pipe and exploring pitch, leading to practiced and 

rehearsed performance. 

MFL  Introduction to Spanish  

ICT E-Safety - children will learn how to be safe and responsible when using the internet.  

The class will use Natterhub to support teaching self-image & health and wellbeing.  

Forest 
School 

Forests and Trees are important. Why? How can we help and protect the animals on the school site?  

What do they need for survival? 

Visits Becoming a true nature detective- a day at Simmonsbath  

Resources:  
Woodland Trust- Nature Detectives - Woodland Trust 

Live Bird Web cams- Live Webcams | CJ Wildlife (birdfood.co.uk) 
RSPB- Nature Detective Equipment | Teaching Resource Downloads - The RSPB 

RHS Gardening- Family activities: fun crafts for children and easy plants to grow / RHS Gardening 

Forestry England- Family fun | Forestry England 

Peter Rabbit Film-Peter Rabbit 2 Movie | Official Website | Sony Pictures (peterrabbit-movie.com) 

 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/nature-detectives/
https://www.birdfood.co.uk/webcams
https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-teachers/lesson-plans-and-supporting-resources/detective-equipment/
https://www.rhs.org.uk/education-learning/gardening-children-schools/family-activities/Activities
https://www.forestryengland.uk/family-fun
http://www.peterrabbit-movie.com/

